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WHAT IS EMERGENT LITERACY?

Emer‘gent, |iter‘c1c3 refers to the know|ec]9e and skills that Precede |eor‘nin3 to read and write as
tought formq||3 in Grade one.

Emersent |it,erac3 is:

* The earliest Phqse of r‘eoc]ing and wr‘iting.

*  The initial unc]er‘standing of what r‘eacling and wr‘iting is.

* When learners |oe9in to understand that Print holds meqning.

*  When learners |oe9in to understand that Print is a form of communication.

HOW DO LEARNERS DISPLAY SIGNS OF ATTITUDES THAT LEARNERS
EMERGENT LITERACY? SHOULD DISPLAY AND TEACHERS
SHOULD ENCOURAGE (SIGNS OF

b Thekj begin to draw and scribble and ‘read’ LITERACY READINESS)
what theﬂ have written.

d Thekj handle books and begin to show that Learners should:

theﬂ understand the conventions of books. *  Want to listen to stories.

° Thekj hold the book the right way up, turn *  Want to be read to.

the pages and Point to words (even tl'\ough * Be curious about words and letters.

theﬂ cannot, read them]. i Exp|or‘e books [tl'\eir‘ text and Pictur‘es].
® Thekj ‘read’ the Pictures. ® Er]j03 songs, poems, r‘hHmes,‘jingbs, books and
° Thekj make up their own stories, e.qg. Fantosg Plcﬂ'

‘Once oPPo”o time...I"

CLASSROOM STRATEGIES TO DEVELOP YOUR GRADE R LEARNERS' LITERACY SKILLS

You need to create a |iterac3 environment. The fo”owing eigl’ut Procticq| ideas and strctegies will
he||:> your learners c]eve|oP |iterac3 skills:

|. TALK - Use uncommon words — words that learners
are un|ike|3 to hearin ever‘gdoﬁ conversations.
* Provide oPPortunities for conversation in - Extend learners’ conversational abilities:
class group, small group, and one -to-one encourage descriptive, gr‘ammc’bicc”g
settings. mature conversation.
* When ta”(ing with learners: -Talk about. toPics that are unfamiliar and

that involve know|eo|ge about the world.

- Listen and r‘espond to what learners say.
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