Emergent Literaca

Let's imqgine You are a Grade R learner. Now, take alook at the letter h below.

At first 8|ance, itisa meoning|ess visual.

You are then told that it makes a sound, huh'.
You may also be told it is ‘aitch’ (i.e. its nc:me).
Perl’mcps You are taught both the sound and
the name. You look around and notice other
letters that are not dissimilar, for instance the

letters b and n! How do You tell them anrt?

There are severdl ProHems with this aPProach (or non ‘aPProqch)?
* Theh sambo| has no context in the life of the learner so he/she stru99|es to give it
any mecning.
* The sHmbo| is not unlike several other letters, and it can therefore be very dif ficult for a

learner to tell the difference between it and other similar ‘|ooking letters.

Now, let's rePeat the exercise ogdin. Pretend You are a Grade R learner. Your teacher uses a
mnemonic to introduce the letter h.
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HCIPPH hanclgmqn

You are shown the ‘Pictur‘e sHmloor above and your teacher introduces You to HGPPH handaman -
avery haPPH, he|Pfu| handean. He has a big heart and is very he|Pfu|. He a|waﬁs says ‘hello” and
loves eating honeﬁ, hambur‘gers and hotdogs. His favourite tool is his hammer. In fact, he loves
anﬂthing that begins with his sPecia| sound — ‘huh'.

Your teacher then asks You to think of other things HqPPEil handgman loves. You and your
classmates of fer the fo”owing: houses, hats, horses.

This aPProach is more accessible because:

* Theletteris 9iven a context that the learner can relate to.

* Theletter's sound, i.e. 'huh’ is emphosised and exagger‘ated.

* |earnerscan immecliate|3 contribute to the |ecr‘ning exPerience.

* The short storH |f1e||os the learner remember the sgmbo| and its sound. \—ai Z



