Accommodating learners with barriers

TIPS FOR HELPING LEARNERS WITH MEMORY AND CONCENTRATION BARRIERS

* Reduce distractions — seat the learner close to You and keeP his or her desk clear.

° Keep the learner busg with Positive activities — for examp|e, hqnding out papers for You.

* Demonstrate what is r‘ecluirecl rather than te”ing the learner what to do.

* Make eye contact and Set, down to the learner’s level.

* Break tasks down into small steps.

*  Allow the learner to move from what is familiar to the unfamiliar.

* Give the learner Proise and encour‘agement, even for slow progress.

*  Give the learner extra Pr‘octice at doing an qctivitg. This ensures that theﬂ are able to master
the skill and increases confidence.

* Let the learner use a range of materials to master a skill = for excmP|e, let them draw shqpes
in the sand, with f‘inger Paint, with a crayon, with a Penci| and with a pen.

® Plan alot of short activities [r‘atlwer than one |ong qctivitﬂ) for learners with short
concentration spans.

* Include alot of structure and routine in your and c|c1i|3 programme. This allows the learner to
feel secure and builds confidence so that t|'1e3 are keen to tr3 out new |eqrnin9 exPer‘iences in

the classroom.

DEFINITIONS

(o) PHYSICAL BARRIERS (the child has a Phasiccﬂ Pr‘ob|em that makes it more dif ficult to |earn]:

Visudl imPairment. (t.he child cannot see ProPer‘|3)1
* Blindness: The learner has no vision or can

on|3 mqke out, |IS I’]t or Sthe' Some icleaslto suPPort learners who find it. dif ficult to
.. . . see proper 31
¢ LOW vision: The |earner can see Ol?JeCtS o If PossiHe, invest in a voice santhesiser

up close but has very poor distance vision programme, a Braille printer and Braille
(even WItI’\ eue |CISSGS) i rogrammes (materia| should be converted
) o 3 S : ) into Braille well in advance).
° VISUCI”S ||m|t'ed or qut‘lallﬂ s'ghted: o Ask Parents to volunteer as scribes and read-
The learner can see but his/her level of ers.

visual iquir‘ment is serious enough for the

teacher to qdjust teoching and |eor‘nin9. R



