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TO THE TEACHER:

1. Use this tool to assess learners’ reading fluency as follows:

* Letter sounds How many letters can the learner sound correctly in one
minute?

* Word reading How many words can the learner read correctly in one

(test for phonemic minute?
awareness)

* Passage reading How many words can the learner read correctly and
fluently in one minute? And, do the learners understand
what they read? The point is not mere speed, but to read
fluently.

2. Ask learners questions on the passage reading to assess their comprehension:
How many questions can the learner answer correctly after having read the passage?

3. Important: This is merely an assessment tool. It is not the intention that the
learners should be taught how to use these tools, or coached deliberately to
perform well in these specific tasks. The point is not to memorise these tasks. If
learners receive proper, overall reading instruction, they will perform well in these
assessments. However, the focus should be on proper instruction, not on specifically
coaching learners to do these assessment tasks.

WHAT WILL YOU NEED?

You will need:

3. This early grade assessment Charts.
4. A stop watch or a minute timer or a cellular phone.

5. The Progression Sheet for recording each learner’s performance.
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WHEN WILL YOU ASSESS LEARNER READING SKILLS?

Assess learner reading skills to establish a baseline and to monitor progression in reading
over time as follows:

1.

At the beginning of the academic year (towards the end of the first term), to establish
their entry levels of reading (baseline assessment).

Mid-year (towards the end of the second term or the beginning of the third term),
to assess if their reading levels have improved, remained the same or deteriorated
(progression level assessment).

At the end of the academic year to evaluate if learners have achieved the expected
levels of fluency and comprehension for their grade.

However, please take note that once a learner has mastered a skill (i.e. has met the
benchmark), there is no need for continued assessment later on during the year. So,
if a learner has mastered the letter sounds properly, there is no need to continue
assessing this learner.

Similarly, if a learner cannot read a simple word list, it does not make sense to assess
the learner’s capacity to read and comprehend a passage.

WHAT DOES THE ASSESSMENT TOOL CONTAIN?

Instructions on how to carry out the assessments.

Charts (Charts 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3) of letters that learners must recognise and sound
aloud.

Charts (Charts 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3) of words that learners must read out aloud.
Three passages (Charts 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3) that learners must read out aloud.

Questions, based on the passages, which learners must answer to illustrate their
comprehension of the reading passage.

A progression sheet to monitor the reading progress over time. You will use the sheet
to enter each score for each learner for the four (4) tasks relating to reading fluency.
Column 1 will be for letter sounds (LS); column 2 for familiar word reading (WR);
column 3 for passage reading (PR) and column 4 for comprehension (CO). Once
again, please take note that there is no need to re-assess a learner once the learner
has met the benchmark.

Marking sheets for the learners (Learner Assessment Booklet).
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1. Assess letter sounds (LS)

Show the learner the chart of letters. (Charts 1.1, 1.2 or 1.3, depending on the term.)

EGRA English TG

Say to the learner: “Here is a page full of letters. | would like you
to sound as many letters as you can. I'd like you to start here
and move across the page. (Point to the left most letter in the top
row, moving from left to right. Sound the example letters provided to
the learner.) When | say, ‘Begin’, sound the letters as best you
can. Point to each letter as you sound it. If you don’t know the
sound of a letter, I’ll pronounce it for you. Put your finger on the
first letter. Ready? Begin.”

« Start the timer when you say, “Begin”.

« Inyourmarking sheet, strike a line through a letter that the learner
sounds incorrectly or cannot sound at all. For example: &

« If the learner stops for more than three (3) seconds, pronounce
the sound and strike a line through the letter. For example: &

« Ifthe entire first line has strike-through lines across all the letters,
stop the assessment and indicate that zero letters have been
read by the learner.

« |If the learner corrects himself/herself upon sounding a letter,
accept it as correct.

« Ifthe learner says the name rather than the sound, say “Sound”.

« After one minute, say “Stop”. Place a bracket (]) after the last
letter that the learner has sounded correctly.

« Count and record the number of letters that the learner has
sounded correctly on the progression sheet for the letter sounds
(LS) task.

« If the learner sounds all the letters correctly in less than one (1)
minute, make a tick mark ( v ) on the progression sheet for the
letter sounds (LS) task and do not assess the learner any further
in this task.



Letter sounds

Example for marking Chart 1.1

g S u X A | r N a o

In this case, the learner was able to sound only up to the letter “c”, which is followed by
the bracket (]), entered by the teacher. The teacher only counts up to here, namely: 16.
In other words, the learner sounded only 16 letters. Furthermore, the learner made three
(3) mistakes, and the teacher has done a strike-through on “z”, “w” and “y”. Therefore, the
learner sounded only 13 letters correctly. So the teacher enters “13” on the progression

sheet for this assessment period for this letter sounds task (LS).

If the learner has managed to sound all the letters correctly in less than one minute, the
teacher puts a tick mark ( v" ) on the progress sheet for the letter sounds task (LS) and
the assessment is regarded as having been completed. There is no need to continue
with this assessment, where this learner is concerned, at all.
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2. Assess familiar word reading (WR)

Show the learner the chart of words. (Charts 2.1, 2.2, or 2.3, depending on the term.)
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Say to the learner: “Look at these words.” (Point to the words provided
as ‘Examples’. Read the provided example words to the learner.) “Here
are some more words. I'd like you to start here,” (point to the first
word on Chart 2) “and move across the page.” (Point across the page.)
“When | say, ‘Begin’, read the words as best as you can. Point to
each word as you read it. If you don’t know the word, I'll read it for
you. Put your finger on the first word. Ready? Begin.”

Start the timer when you say, “Begin”.

On your marking sheet, strike a line through a word that the learner
reads incorrectly or cannot read at all. For example: sad

If the learner stops for more than three (3) seconds, provide the
word and strike a line through the word. For example: sad

If the entire first line has strike-through lines across all the words,
stop the assessment and indicate that zero words have been read
by the learner.

If the learner corrects himself/herself upon reading a word, accept it
as correct.

After one (1) minute, say: “Stop”. Place a bracket (]) after the last
word that the learner has read correctly.

Count and record the number of words that the learner has read
correctly on the progression sheet for the word reading (WR) task.

If the learner reads all the words correctly in less than one (1)
minute, make a tick mark ( v ) on the progress sheet for the familiar
word reading (WR) task and do not assess the learner any further in
this task.



Familiar words

Example for marking Chart 2.1

back | came | but | look | went | what | dd | be
got | me | eat | do | lke |there| little | with
had | are] | your | mcke | put | he | see it
the dl |here | no | from | tree | out | on
come | wil | fme | my | you | foo | cat | she
have | some | away | down | A | them | we in
that | they | con | one | not | of | this | Hhis
Was s | when | so go | dog | at | day
big | just | sad | her | into | to uo | very
for |mother| ond | now | on |where| gef | then

The learner read for one (1) minute. In this case, the learner was able to read only up to
the word “are”, which is followed by the bracket (]), entered by the teacher. The teacher
only counts up to here, namely: 18. In other words, the learner only read 18 words.
Furthermore, the learner made two (2) mistakes or failed to read two (2) words and the
teacher has done a strike-through on “there” and “little”. Therefore, the learner only read
16 words correctly. So the teacher enters “16” on the progress sheet for this assessment
period for this word reading (WR) task.

If the learner had managed to read all the words correctly in less than one minute, the
teacher puts a tick mark ( v ) on the progression sheet for the word reading (WR) task
and the assessment is regarded as having been completed. There is no need to continue
with this assessment, where this learner is concerned, at all.
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3. Passage reading (PR)

Ask the learner to read the following story aloud, and time him or her. (You will be showing
Charts 3.1, 3.2 or 3.3, depending on the term.)

Say to the learner: “I’m going to ask you to read this story out loud.
If you get stuck, | will tell you the word so that you can keep on
reading. When | say, ‘Stop’, | will ask you some questions about
what you have just read. Therefore, do your best while reading.
Start here. (Point to the first word of the passage.) Ready? Begin.”

« Start the timer when you say, “Begin”.

« Make a note of the word that the learner reads incorrectly.
For example: fittte

« If you provided a word, do not mark it as correct.

« If the learner corrects himself/herself upon reading a word, accept
it as correct.

« After one minute, say: “Stop”. Mark the final word attempted by
the learner, before you said “Stop”, with a bracket (]).

« Count and record the number of words the learner has read
correctly on the progression sheet for the passage reading task
(PR).

« If the learner reads all the words correctly in less than one (1)
minute, then make a tick mark ( v' ) on the progression sheet for
the passage reading (PR) task and do not assess the learner any
further in this task.
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Passage reading

Example for marking Chart 3.1
Words

per line

Jabu had a fitfle dog. The little dog was fat and happy: One day
Jabu and the dog went out to play in the fields behind Jabu's house. 28

The little dog lked to play tricks and he ron away. The little dog got
lost. 16

Jabu was sad. But after a while the dog came back. He had been
gone for only a little while. 20

Jabu ook the dog home. When they got home Jabu gave the
dog a bone. The dog afe it. 19

The little dog was happy: so he slept. Jdbu dlso went o sleep. They
both slept for a very long fime and played again when they woke up. 28

The learner read for one (1) minute. In this case, the learner was only able to read up
to the word “away”, which is followed by the bracket (]), entered by the teacher. The
teacher counts up to here, namely: 39. In other words, the learner only read only 39
words. Furthermore, the learner made two (2) mistakes or failed to read two words,
and the teacher has done a strike-through on “little” and “behind”. Therefore, the learner
only read 37 words correctly. So the teacher enters “37” on the progress sheet for this
assessment period for the passage reading (PR) task.

If the learner had managed to read all the words correctly in less than one minute, the
teacher puts a tick mark ( v ) on the progression sheet for the passage reading (PR) task
and the assessment is regarded as having been completed. There is no need to continue
with this assessment, where this learner is concerned, at all.
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4. Comprehension questions (CO)

Say to the learner: “Now | am going to ask you a few questions
about the story you have just read. Try to answer the questions as
best you can”.

* Tick a correct response (v') for each question in the Learner
Assessment Chart.

Comprehension questions

Example for marking Chart 3.1

Question Answer Correct
. Who had a dogr Jabu v

2. Was the dog big or ittle? Little v

3. What dd the dog lke to dc? "Play tricks v

H. Where dd Jabu toke the dog?  "Home".

5 What dd the dog do after he  Accept either "He ate it" or

got the bonée? "He s|epT”

Total of correctly answered questions: 3

In this case the learner answered three (3) questions correctly, so the teacher enters “3”
on the progress sheet for this assessment period for this comprehension task (CO).

EGRA English TG 10
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Letter sound fluency
Assessment 1 Chart 1.1 (40 sounds)

Examples: b S

oz s ow M y s
h e r o T ¢ o O
e n f v B k o d T
g s u x A S P
Letter sound fluency
Assessment 2 Chart 1.2 (60 sounds)
Examples: s
M L h g S y R W N
| K T D K T s d W
h w r a F r R C f
A p R u s ¢ Y | 8
U | = t u G M e B
h p 0m | B F A g £
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Letter sound fluency

Assessment 3 Chart 1.3 (100 sounds)

Examples: m vy
Ky r m S | w W U h
ln f b O 4 R f w B
s F 43 T P D G I K E
E n C r p o K u 1t g

G ¢ m P B e h B H A
t Y P N M v r M j p

S o m o F s M F
t N p A s L g L Y R
s R E jJ b k << D d4 T
a g W h | D S y n vy
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Passage reading

Assessment 1 Chart 3.1

Jabu had a little dog. The little dog was fat and happy. One day Jabu and the dog
went out to play in the fields behind his house.

The little dog lked to play tricks and he ron away: The little dog got lost. Jabu was
sad. But after a while the dog come back. He had been gone for only a little while.

Jabu took the dog home. VWhen they got home Jdbu gave the dog a bone. The
dog ate it.

The little dog was happy so he slept. Jabu dlso went to sleep. They both slept for
a very long fime and played again when they woke up. (Total 111)

Comprehension (CO)

Chart 3.1

Question Correct (V)

. | VWho hod a dog? Jabu

2. | Was the dog big or little? Little

3. | What dd the dog lke to ac? play tricks

1. | Where dd Jdbu take the dogy home

0. | What dd the dog do after he got | The dog ate the bone.

the bone?
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Passage reading

Assessment 2 Chart 3.2

Everyone was in the playground at the school. It was after the holidays. The children
were playing with their toys. Nomsa had brought a plastic sncke dlong. She had
boudht it while on holiday with her parents.

Mrs May their teacher called everyone inside. Anne lked to play tricks. Anne had
an idea. She wanted to play a trick on Mrs May,

Anne cried out that she could see a snake in the playground. Sipho said he could
see it foo. Ben asked what kind of sncke it was. Mrs May told them it was a black

aader Anne smiled. She said it was only a plastic snake.

After Anne had played her trick, dll the chidren started reading their inferesting
story books. (Total 122)

Comprehension (CO)

Chart 3.2

Question Correct (V)
. | VWho had bought the snake? Nomsa
2. | What was the snake made of ? Plastic
3. | Who had aon ided? Anne
4. | What kind of sncke was it? A black adder
5. | Why dd Anne want fo trick the (Any acceptable answer)

teacher?

EGRA English TG 18



Passage reading

Assessment 3 Chart 3.3

Once there was a giant caled Nunu. He was big and ugly He dlso lked to eat
people. One day he saw a clever and brave gl called Lulu. He caudht her Lul
was very scared. He wanted to eat herbut Lulu was too clever for the gont.

Lulu told the giont that she would taste better with salt. The giant out Lulu in his bag:
He left the bag on the field. Then he went to get the salt from his house.

Lulu got out of the bag and ran home to her famly.

When the gont came back he found that the bag was empty: He was angry ond
went o bed hungry that night.

Lulu was happy: but the giont was disappointed. (Total 126)

Comprehension (CO)

Chart 3.3
Question Correct (V)
| | What wos the gant's name? Nunu

2. | What dd he lke to dd? To eat peop|e
3. | Where dd the giant out the grl? | In his bag
4

What dd the gl do after the Accept any one of these answers:
gont had gone to his house? got out of the bag, ran home

0. | Why do you think the giont was (Any acceptable answer)
disappointed?
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